
KHS—History Knowledge Organiser—Half Term 4  - Industrial Britain 

Key Dates: 

1832—Cholera epidemic 

1833— Factory Act 

1837—Queen Victoria becomes Monarch 

1842— Mine & Collieries Act 

1844—First Co-operative established 

1845–48—The Great Famine (Ireland) 

1888—Jack ‘the Ripper’ strikes in London 

 

Key Terms 

Cholera — An infectious disease spread mainly through water supplies. 

Colliery — A coal mine and the buildings associated with it. 

Employment  — Being paid in exchange for work. 

Famine — An extreme shortage of food. 

Invention  —The process of creating something new. 

Pollution —Harmful or poisonous substances in an environment. 

Reformer—A person who seeks / makes change for improvements.  

Serial Killer —A person who commits a series of murders. 

Slums —An overcrowded area where very poor people live. 

By the end of this Half Term I should know: 

What the biggest changes were in Britain. 

How people lived in Industrial Britain. 

What is was like to work in the factories. 

The role of Children in changing Britain. 

What was the worst job during the time. 

How social reformers changed Britain. 

Who Jack the Ripper was. 
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Living conditions. 

The worker's houses were usually near to the factories so that people could walk to 

work. They were built really quickly and cheaply. The houses were cheap, most had 

between 2-4 rooms. Victorian families were big with 4 or 5 children. There was no 

running water or toilet. A whole street would have to share an outdoor pump and a 

couple of outside toilets. Most houses in the North of England were "back to backs" 

with no windows at the front, no backyards and a sewer down the middle of the 

street. The houses were built crammed close together.  Most of the houses were 

crowded with five or possibly more people living in a single room. 

Child Labour 

Many factory workers were children. They worked long hours and were often 
treated badly by the supervisors or overseers. Sometimes the children started 
work as young as four or five years old. A young child could not earn much, 
but even a few pence would be enough to buy food 

Children were often forced to work almost as soon as they could walk. This 
was not something new to the Victorian period as children had always been 
expected to work for hundreds of years. Many were used as cheap labour. 

An Gorta Mor (The Great famine) 

The Irish Potato Famine, began in 1845 when a fungus -like organism spread 

rapidly throughout Ireland. The infestation ruined up to one -half of the po-

tato crop that year. Because the tenant farmers of Ireland—then ruled as a 

colony of Great Britain—relied heavily on the potato as a source of food, 

the infestation had a catastrophic impact on Ireland and its population . Be-

fore it ended in 1852 roughly one million Irish had died from starvation and related 

causes, with at least another million forced to leave their homeland as refugees.  

The Coal Industry 

Coal was needed in vast quantities for the Industrial Revolution. As a result, coal 
mines got deeper and deeper and coal mining became more and more dangerous. 
There was a huge increase in the production of coal in Britain; towns and other indus-
tries grew up around the coal mining areas so that the workers came to the coal re-
gions.  The coal mines were dangerous places where roofs sometimes caved in, explo-
sions happened and workers got all sorts of injuries. There were very few safety rules. 
Cutting and moving coal which machines do nowadays was done by men, women and 
children. The Mines Act was passed by the Government in 1842 forbidding the em-
ployment of women and girls and all boys under the age of teen down mines.  

Reform 

It took time for the government to decide that working children ought to be protected 

by laws as many people did not see anything wrong with the idea of children earning 

their keep. They also believed that people should be left alone to help themselves and 

not expect others to protect or keep them. They felt parents had a right to send their 

children out to work. People such as Lord Shaftesbury and Sir Robert Peel worked 

hard to persuade the public that it was wrong for children to suffer health problems 

and to miss out on schooling due to work.  

Jack ‘the ripper’ 

One of the most famous, unsolved, criminal cases in British history. A man named Jack 

‘the ripper’ by the press terrorised the Whitechapel region of London in 1888. Jack 

has at least 5 known victims, all women, who he brutally murdered and in most cases 

removed organs from the bodies of his victims. The most significant part of Jack ‘the 

ripper’ is that to this day no one is absolutely sure who he was. There were many sus-

pects, some famous and some from Liverpool. However, the newly established police 

force found it difficult to trach Jack down and solve the murders. 


