
KHS—History Knowledge Organiser—Half Term 3  - Industiral Revolution 

Key Dates: 

1712—First steam engine invented. 

1759—Wedgwood company is founded. 

1764—Invention of the Spinning Jenny. 

1771—Arkwright’s first factory opens. 

1776—US Declaration of Independence. 

1829—Rainhill (locomotive) Trials.  

1876—Patent granted for the telephone. 

 

Key Terms 

Agriculture — The practice of farming e.g. growing crops. 

Child Labour  —The employment of children in industry / business. 

Empire  — A group of countries ruled by one Monarch / state. 

Industrial Revolution  — A time of great change in Britain in agricul-

ture, industry and transport. 

Invention  —The process of creating something new. 

Population —The people who live in a particular place. 

Reform —Making changes in order to improve something. 

Urbanisation  —The process by which people moved to towns / cities. 

By the end of this Half Term I should know: 

What the Industrial Revolution was. 

They key people involved during the period. 

How Britain changed 1750-1900. 

How Britain became a global nation. 

Ways transport developed 1750-1900. 

How Britain's demographic changed. 

The impact of change on ordinary people. 
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The Industrial Revolution. 

Between about 1750-1900 Britain saw great changes in farming (agriculture), 

transport and industry. This is called the industrial revolution. Britain was the 

first country to have an industrial revolution. The population doubled from 9 

million to 18 million in the period 1800-1850. This created more workers and 

more consumers. The development of canals and later the railways meant 

transport became much quicker. By 1850 there was over 2,000 miles of rail 

connecting London to other major centres in England. 

Josiah Wedgwood (1730—1795) 

The youngest of 10 children Josiah Wedgwood worked with his Dad in a 

pottery company. Due to smallpox Wedgwood was very ill when he was 

younger and spent his time studying pottery design. Establishing his own com-

pany in 1759 Wedgwood started to sell expensive pottery to rich people 

across the world including the Russian Empress. Wedgwood used is money to 

establish the Etruria factory and built a canal to supply it. Wedgwood became 

one of the wealthiest entrepreneurs of the 18th Century. 

Richard Arkwright (1732—1792)   

Names the ‘Father of the factory’ Arkwright helped to created a cotton       

spinning machine that sped up production and also the water frame that was 

able to power machinery. Arkwright established his first factory in 1771 and 

was able to mass produce cotton in a way that had never been seen before. 

King George III Knighted Arkwright for his work. Although his factories           

employed children as young as 6 years old he is often credited as being the 

man who started the Industrial Revolution. 

Great British Inventors  

Although the Industrial Revolution took place across the world Britain is often 

seen as the centre of the revolution. Many British inventors played key roles: 

Alexander Graham Bell — Born in Scotland & Invented the Telephone in 1876. 

George Stephenson — Invented locomotion which led to steam engine trains. 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel — Used steel to create bridges and railway lines. 

Michael Faraday — Invented the electric generator and the Bunsen burner. 

The Urbanisation of Britain 

The changes affected different parts of the country in different ways. For      

example the midlands and the north saw major growth in towns and cities 

such as Birmingham and Manchester. This was partly because the new          

factories needed to be near coalfields because coal was used to power lots of 

factory machinery. Huge numbers of workers moved from the countryside to 

urban areas to try and find work. This lead to terrible living conditions for 

many as there was not enough housing in these places for the workers. 

   1750 1900 

Population 80% lived in countryside. Many babies dies 
before first birthday. Death rate was 28 
deaths per 1,000 people. Total population of 
Britain was about 11 million. 

About 30% of population worked and 
lived in countryside. Annual death rate 
was 18 per 1,000 people. Total popula-
tion of Britain was about 42 million. 

Work Most important work was farming. Industries 
were all small scale e.g. people’s homes or 
small workshops. Power was provided by 
water, horses or humans. 

Most important industries were coal, 
iron, steel and textiles. Most industry 
now based in factories. Steam power 
used in most factories and industries. 

Transport Fastest means of transport was the 
horse. 

Fastest means of travel was an express 
train that could travel at over 70 mph. 


