
KHS—History Knowledge Organiser—Half Term 4 - Civil Rights 

Key Dates:  

1954: Brown v. Topeka.  

1955: Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

1955: Murder of Emmett Till 

1957: Little Rock Nine. 

1960/ 61:  Greensborough ‘sit in’ & ‘Freedom  Riders’. 

1963: MLK protests in Birmingham and the March on Wash-

ington 

1964/65: Civil Right Act & Voting Rights Act. 

1965: Malcom X  and his subsequent assassination. 

1966: The Black  Panther Movement   

1968: The Olympics and MLK’S assassination 

1970: Voting Rights Act banned state literacy tests  

1975: Voting Rights Act included other racial minorities. 

 
Key Terms 

Jim Crow Laws - A series of laws passed in the southern states to stop equality and 

enforce segregation in all aspects of life   

 Segregation - Whereby black and  whites did not mix in schools, public transport, 

restaurants and other public places. 

 Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King - Came to prominence in 1955 during the 

Montgomery  Bus Boycott  and preached non violent protest. 

Ku Klux Klan– Set up in 1865 after black slaves  won their freedom. 

Lynching– A tactic used by the KKK which led to an illegal execution of black peo-

ple by a mob. 

Malcom X— A key figure in the fight for equality who favoured a more radical ap-

proach then MLK and his views influenced  Black Power.  

By the end of this Half Term I should know: 
How and why black people were ready to challenge ra-

cial inequality  and the Jim Crow laws in the 1950’s. 

What methods and tactics were used by civil rights 

groups  like Martin Luther King and Malcom X in the 

1960’s.  

Which groups opposed the idea of racial equality in the 

USA. 

How successful the civil rights movement was between 

1954-75. 
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 1950’s During the 1950’s four major events happened that aided the Civil Rights Movement these are:  

Brown Vs Board of Education- 1954: On May 17, 1954, the Court ruled that "separate but equal" public schools for 

blacks and whites were unconstitutional. The Brown case saw the beginning of the civil rights movement, inspiring 

education reform everywhere and forming the legal means of challenging segregation in all areas of society.  

The murder of Emmett Till- 1955: Fourteen-year-old Emmett Till was visiting relatives in Money, Mississippi, on 

August 24, 1955, when he reportedly flirted with a white cashier at a grocery store. Four days later, two white men 

kidnapped Till, beat him and shot him in the head. The men were tried for murder, but an all-white, male jury ac-

quitted them.  

The Montgomery Bus Boycott- 1955: The event that is said to have triggered MLK’s involvement in the Civil Rights 

Movement. On December 1, 1955, four days before the boycott began, Rosa Parks, an African-American woman, 

refused to give up her her seat to a white man on a Montgomery bus. She was arrested and fined. The boycott of 

public buses by blacks in Montgomery began on the day of Parks' court hearing and lasted 381 days.  

Little Rock, Arkansas- 1957: Nine black students enrolled at formerly all-white Central High School in Little Rock, 

Arkansas, in September 1957, testing Brown Vs Board of Education. On September 4, 1957, the first day of classes at 

Central High, Governor Orval Faubus of Arkansas called in the state National Guard to bar the black students’ entry 

into the school. Later in the month, President Dwight D. Eisenhower sent in federal troops to escort the “Little Rock 

Nine” into the school, and they started their first full day of classes on September 25.  

MARTIN LUTHER KING 

Martin Luther King was brought up in a Christian household and based many of his ideas about how people should 

treat each other on Christian teachings. His father was active in the civil rights movement and the young Martin was 

aware of the unfair treatment of black people felt from an early age. His religion also influenced his ideas about war 

and poverty; he protested against the Vietnam War and on behalf of poor people. He was also impressed by Mahat-

ma Gandhi’s use of non violence in his campaign against British rule in India. This was particularly influential in his 

campaigns. He believed that non-violence made more of an impact than being violent.  

Impact of MLK:  

•He brought publicity to major civil rights activities and efforts  

•He emphasised and encouraged the importance of non-violent protest and resistance.  

•He provided leadership to the African-American civil rights movement.  

•He advocated nonviolent protest in which made far more impact than violent protest.  

•"I Have a Dream" speech impacted on Black and White Americans which saw a shift in people’s perspectives of the 

Civil Rights Movement. He spoke in front of 250,000 people.  

•He was instrumental in establishing the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in 1957, which was a civil 

rights organization that supported the philosophy of non-violence.  

 

MALCOM X, Black Power,1963-75 He was a very charismatic and influential figure. Malcolm X was 

originally a member of the NATION of ISLAM (Black Muslims) who rejected Christianity as a white man’s religion. 

He left the NATION of ISLAM organisation when Elijah Muhammed became jealous of his popularity. 

Although he remained a Muslim, he began to later to turn his attention from religion to getting more political pow-
er and better living/working conditions for black people. They were much more aggressive in defence of black rights 
that Martin Luther King and the wider peace movement. 

They believed MLK’s soft approach was not working i.e. there were violent attacks on Black people who protested 
for equality. Black people should defend themselves i.e.  Violence should be met with violence. 

They believed in the idea of ‘BLACK POWER’. The black community should be segregated from the white communi-
ty and should not beg the white man for equality. The Black Panthers were set up in 1966 and even had their own  
uniform and police force to support the community. 

The black community should educate itself, develop its own businesses, and build up its own community without 
the white man’s help. Black people should be proud to be black – ‘BLACK is BEAUTIFUL’.  

He appealed more to the urban Black people of the Northern cities who could vote and were not segregated, but 
still were very poor and discriminated against.  

OVERALL  By 1975  significant progress in desegregation was achieved in schools, transport & restaurants. Howev-
er by the mid 1970’s the gap between the richest and poorest in the USA still depended on race. Black Americans 
still tended to have worse employment chances and were paid less for the work they did. 

1960–1968 

By the early 1960’s many black people, even in the South, had become much more politically aware. Increasing num-
bers of white people were beginning to support the call for equal Civil Rights for black people. President KENNEDY 
was proposing to pass laws to give black people greater rights and huge demonstrations took place to try to support 
him.  

In 1963 Martin Luther King led a march in Birmingham Alabama to end segregation. The year before the council in 
Birmingham had closed all public recreational facilities, like parks and swimming baths to black people. 30,000, most-
ly black Americans took part in sit-ins in these facilities.  

CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS (LEGISLATION) WHICH MADE BLACK PEOPLE LEGALLY EQUAL 

 In the Brown case in 1954 and lots of segregation cases afterwards, the Supreme Court said separate facilities were 
not equal and therefore were illegal. 

PRESIDENT LYNDON JOHNSON   passed a series of laws to back up the Supreme Court’s decisions and make it clear 
the Jim Crow laws were illegal. 

a) Civil Rights Act 1964: banned segregation in public places e.g. bus stations. 

b) Voting Rights Act 1965: black people’s right to vote was protected, 

c) Civil Rights Act 1968: made it illegal to discriminate in jobs, housing etc. 

Since these laws were passed, black people have been LEGALLY EQUAL to whites. 


