
KHS—History Knowledge Organiser—Half Term 2  - Queen Elizabeth I 

Key Dates: 

1558—Elizabeth I becomes Queen. 

1569—Revolt of the Northern Earls 

1572—Vagabonds Act 

1586—Babington Plot 

1587—Mary Queen of Scots executed 

1588—Spanish Armada 

1603—Death of Elizabeth I 

 

Key Terms 

Act of Supremacy— Elizabeth declares herself Supreme Governor of 

the Church of England. 

Act of Uniformity—Makes it a requirement to go to Church. 

Armada—A fleet of war ships. 

Circumnavigation—Sailing around something e.g. the World. 

Colony—A country or area under the control of another country. 

Revolt—Violent action against a ruler. 

Succession—Who will come next e.g. the next King / Queen. 

Vagabond—A person who wonders from place to place. 

By the end of this Half Term I should know: 

Why Elizabeth became Queen of England. 

Details of Elizabeth’s religious settlement. 

Whether Elizabeth was popular or not. 

How English culture developed in the 1500s 

Why the Virginia colonies failed. 

Why the Spanish Armada was defeated. 

Who succeeded Elizabeth to the throne. 



KHS—History Knowledge Organiser—Half Term 1  - Tudors and Stuarts 

Elizabeth's accession to the throne. 

Elizabeth followed her sister ‘Bloody’ Mary I and became Queen in 1558. Al-

tough welcomed by many protestants who had been persecuted by Mary Eng-

land was now a Catholic country again. Many influential Protestants had been 

killed or had fled leaving few people for Elizabeth to rely on. As Elizabeth’s 

mother Anne Boleyn had been executed by Henry VIII many people also felt 

Elizabeth was an illegitimate Queen Elizabeth was only 21, unmarried, and had 

never expected to be Queen. Her starting position made her very vulnerable. 

Challenges faced by Elizabeth 

Elizabeth faced many challenges in the early part of her reign; religious tur-

moil; threats from over seasons; marriage and children. England was on the 

brink of religious war and foreign rivals saw an opportunity to capitalise on 

England’s weaknesses. As Elizabeth was not married and had no children her 

position was seen as weak as it was not obvious who would replace her as 

monarch should she die. Her main rival was her Catholic cousin, Mary Queen 

of Scots, who many in England wanted to be Queen instead of Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth's religious settlement 

In her attempt to avoid religious war Elizabeth came up with a religious settle-

ment. Hoping to please both Protestants and Catholics. The Act of Supremacy 

made Elizabeth Supreme Governor (Head) of the Church. Whlst the Act of Uni-

formity required everyone in England to attend Church of England services or 

they had to pay a large fine. The majority of ordinary people accepted the 

settlement. However, extremists on both sides resented the settlement and 

started to plot against her leading to the Babington plot by English Catholics. 

The Spanish Armada 

After the execution of Mary Queen of Scots the Catholic King of Spain Phillip II 

vowed to attack England in order to make it Catholic one more. Phillip 

amassed an armada of 130 ships that was spotted off the English coast in July 

1588. Phillip had a land general in charge of his ships who was no match for Sir 

Francis Drake and the smaller, faster English navy. After the Battle of Grave-

lines the weather around Scotland also played a mahjor part in the defeat of 

the Spanish armada as the ships were smashed up against the rocks. 

The Virginia Colonies 

Exploration was a major growth area in Elizabethan England led by Sir Francis 

Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh. After Drake’s circumnavigation of the Globe it 

was agreed that Raleigh would try to establish a colony in Virginia (America). 

107 men set sail for Virginia in 1585. Unfortunately the colony failed due to a 

lack of food; poor leadership; lack of skills and attacks by Native Americans. 

The men abandoned the colony before any other ships were able to provide 

supplies. This did however, serve as a template for future English settlements. 

Elizabethan culture—’The Golden Age’. 

The Elizabethan era was known as ‘The Golden Age’ due to developments in 

education, the arts, literature and the theatre. Boys were starting to be edu-

cated in greater numbers and also wealthy girls too. Oxord and Cambridge 

University offered doctors. Shakespeare’s Globe theatre was starting to trake 

off and all social classes could attend the theatre. The nobility took part in 

hunting, fishing and tennis whilst lower classes played football and wresting. 

Spectator sports such a baiting and cock fighting saw gambling develop. 


