	Key Concepts

 Good - That which is considered morally right; beneficial and to our advantage. 
Evil - That which is considered extremely immoral, wicked and wrong.
 Forgiveness - To grant pardon for a wrongdoing; to give up resentment and the desire to seek revenge against a wrongdoer. 
Free Will - The ability to make choices voluntarily and independently. The belief that nothing is predetermined. 
Justice - Fairness; where everyone has equal provisions and opportunity.
 Morality - Principles and standards determining which actions are right or wrong.
 Punishment - A penalty given to someone for a crime or wrong they have done.
 Sin - Deliberate immoral action; breaking a religious or moral law. 
Suffering - Pain or distress caused by injury, illness or loss. Suffering can be physical, emotional, psychological or spiritual.
	Absolute Morality – When a person has a principle that will never alter no matter the circumstances e.g. It is always wrong to steal.

Relative Morality – When a person has a moral principle but adapts it to situations (taking a life).
	Aims of punishment

Retribution: revenge/ getting even with person who committed crime. Deterrence: to put someone off from committing the crime - to deter. Reformation: to rehabilitate the offender to change their behaviour. Reparation: repairing the damage done through the crime 

Vindication: shows that the law should be followed / upheld 

Protection: protecting society from the criminal

	
	Causes of Crime:

Pressure from society

Pressure from the media

Pressure from personal life

Pressure from peers

Drug and alcohol abuse

Low self esteem

Parental neglect

Poverty
	How do we make moral decisions? 

● Conscience 

● The Law 

● Religious Leaders / Community elders 

● Religious teachings 

● Reason / Logic 

● Past experiences

 ● Other values / beliefs
	Crime versus Sin Crime is an offence that is punishable by law. The government makes laws; the police force prevents and detects crime; the courts enforce the laws and punish crime. A sin is a religious law, but not necessarily against a law of the country e.g. adultery is not a law but is a sin.

	Arguments supporting the death penalty 
● There has to be the ultimate punishment for the worst crimes

 ● Life imprisonment is very expensive, approx £40 000 a year.

● The only way victims can experience closure.
	Arguments against the death penalty 

● It’s just state sanctioned murder; 2 wrongs don’t make a right 

● There is evidence that innocent people have been executed 

● It is not a successful deterrent
	The relationship between justice and punishment 

Many people would say that justice cannot be achieved without some form of punishment. However, for justice to be truly achieved, the punishment must address the cause of the crime and reflect the severity of it.
Christian attitudes to punishment and justice 

Christianity is a life of forgiveness, so retribution is not supported. Christianity does teach about the importance of justice, meaning forgiveness and punishment should go together. Christians try to follow the example of Jesus who forgave those who betrayed him. 

Most Christians also believe that reform is an important aim. ‘Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never failing stream’

Muslim attitudes to punishment and justice

The Qur’an teaches that believers should make the choice between good and evil.  Punishment is seen as an important aspect of justice but forgiveness is important too.  Allah is known as Ar-Rahman (the merciful) and Ar-Rahmin (the compassionate).  Allah will judge on judgement day.  Quran teaches – God sets the rules and shows the way.

	Christian attitudes towards the death penalty -Most liberal Christians believe only God has the right to take a life. -Execution goes against the sanctity of life - ‘Do not kill’ -Jesus taught to be compassionate and forgiving. -You cannot reform someone if they have been executed. -The Old Testament says ‘an eye for an eye’; supports death penalty -The Old Testament specifies 36 crimes worthy of the death penalty

Muslim attitudes towards the death penalty – Quran states ‘never take a life which God has made sacred’.  Some Muslims stress the importance of forgiveness.  There are more beneficial ways to punish an offended and keep law and order in society.  Criminals should be punished on earth.   Quran states ‘never take a life which God has made sacred’ but also adds, except for just cause.  In some countries Shari’ah law is the law and the death penalty is used. 
	

	Christianity – Free Will: God has given everyone freedom to live their lives.  Different emphasis regarding predestination and free will depending upon denominations.  
Methodists – God is all knowing but everyone has the ability to choose their own decisions.

Lutherans – humanity is free to choose and act in every regard except for the choice of salvation.

Catholics – do not view free will as existing.
	Islam – Free Will: Many Muslims believe in predestination but they believe they have free will.  Allah knows the final outcome.  The Qur’an is important for making decisions.  Everyone has the free will to choose whether or not they obey Allah.  On Judgement Day, the impact of free will is determined. 


[image: image1.png]



Good and Evil – Knowledge organiser: Key Christian and Muslims teachings and attitudes. 
	Muslim teachings on evil and Suffering:

All that happens is part of God’s plan (Al-Qadr).

Humans have free will and will be judged.

Many Muslims believe that the devil (Shaytan) temps humans into evil ways.

Suffering can be a test to demonstrate faith in the will of Allah.

It is important to help others who are suffering through the giving of Zakat.
	Christian teachings on good -God made the earth & it was good’ -God gave people free will - the ability to choose how to behave. -God has shown people how to lead a good life through His laws & commandments. -By following these you will lead a ‘good live’ and be rewarded in heaven.
	Religious teachings: forgiveness

 Christianity –

Forgiveness is a prominent theme. –

Evident in teachings & life of Jesus -’Do not judge & you won’t be judged’ -The Lord’s prayer asks for forgiveness. –

Jesus taught his followers to forgive 70x7 times. –

Beatitudes also teaches ‘blessed are the merciful, they will be shown mercy’ 

Islam –

Two kinds of forgiveness – God’s forgiveness and human forgiveness.

Human beings need both.  They make mistakes towards God and others.

There is no limit to God’s forgiveness.

Surah – whatever strikes you of disaster, it is what your hands have earned but he pardons much.

	
	Christian attitudes towards evil God allows evil to exist because it is necessary to help develop our souls. We need to learn about goodness. Everyone is born with the ability to commit sin (original sin) Life is a test and part of this is to see if we will still believe in God if we suffer (story of Job)
	

	Christianity - Evil and suffering 

· Christians have different views on the origins of evil.
· God created people with free will – suffering happens when people choose evil. 
· Roman Catholics believe evil comes from human beings – Adam and Eve chose to disobey God. All human beings are born with original sin. 
· Soul-making: Evil exists because it develops human souls. Without evil there would be no ‘good’. E.g. Without poverty there would be no charity. 
· Life is a test – story of Job. If people suffer and still have faith, they will be rewarded in the afterlife. 
· Suffering is a part of God’s plan and beyond human understanding. 
· Christians might view suffering as: 
- A test (e.g. story of Job) 

- Punishment for sin (the result of Adam and Eve’s disobedience) 

- Part of God’s plan, beyond human understanding. 
	Examples of Forgiveness:

Gee Walker – mother whose son was brutally murdered in Liverpool. Publically forgave her son’s killers.  As a Christian, she felt it was important to follow the examples of teachings of Jesus. 
Khaled Hosseini – Doctor from Afghanistan,  he moved to America.  His family stayed in Afghanistan but many disappeared or were imprisoned.  He becamse a Good Will envoy for the UN and set up the Khaled Hosseini Foundation, building shelters, providing education, healthcare and opportunities for refugees in Afghanistan.  

	
	 Prison Chaplains 

This is a religious role, where someone offers emotional care and pastoral support for the prisoners.


