
Christian Creation Story  

The Christian creation story is in Geneis , the first book of the Bible . It shows Christians that God 

created the world from nothing ( ex nihilo) and in 6 days, resting on the 7th day. God is believed to 

have given humans dominion over 

the rest of creation which meant 

they had responsibility to look after 

the Earth and all its inhabitants.  

Christians have different beliefs 

about this as a creation story. Some 

consider it to be a factual account of 

creation ( creationists ) , whilst others 

believe that the story is a myth that 

has symbolic meaning ( liberalists ).  

Hindu Creation Story 
Before time began there was no heaven, no earth and no space be-

tween. A vast dark ocean washed upon the shores of nothingness. A 

giant cobra floated on the waters. Asleep within its endless coils lay 

the Lord Vishnu. He was watched over by the mighty serpent. Every-

thing was so peaceful and silent that Vishnu slept undisturbed. 
A humming sound began, Om. It grew and spread, filling the empti-

ness .Vishnu awoke and from Vishnu's navel grew a magnificent 

lotus flower. In the middle of the blossom sat Vishnu's servant, 

Brahma. Vishnu spoke 'It is time to begin, ‘create the world.' 
Vishnu and the serpent vanished. Brahma remained in the lotus flow-

er, floating on the sea. Brahma split the lotus flower into three. He 

stretched one part into the heavens. He made another part into the 

earth. With the third part of the flower he created the skies. 
The earth was bare. Brahma grass, flowers, trees and plants of all 

kinds. Next he created the animals and the insects to live on the land. 

He made birds to fly in the air and many fish to swim in the sea. To 

all these creatures, he gave the senses of touch and smell. He gave 

them power to see, hear and move. 
The world was soon bristling with life and the air was filled with the 
sounds of Brahma's creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Words 
Creationist Christians—Believe everything in the 

Bible is a fact and happened exactly as it was de-

scribed. The Bible is historically true. 
Liberal Christians—Believe that the creation  
story is a myth. It does contain some important 
messages 
 
YOM—Hebrew word, translating as period of time. 

Atheist—Does not believe in God. 

Evolution—Species adapting to their surroundings 
in order to survive. 

Dominion—having power and authority over 
something else like animals. 

Stewardship—religious belief that we should     
protect the earth and everything in it, as God’s 
care takers. 

Stewardship—Many religious believers have 
the belief that as humans, we have the respon-
sibility to look after God’s world and all of this 
creation.   
By doing this they might: 
• Organise ecology and conservation groups 

to help protect the environment 
• Support charities that  look after the envi-

ronment 
• Help to preserve sacred sites. 
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Scientific Creation Story 
Scientists believe the Universe began in a Big Bang (huge explosion) about 14 billion years ago. At that time, the entire Uni-

verse was inside a bubble that was thousands of times smaller than a pinhead. It was hotter and denser than anything we 

can imagine. Then it suddenly exploded. The Universe that we know was born. Time, space and matter all began with the 

Big Bang. 
In a fraction of a second, the Universe grew from smaller than a single atom to bigger than a galaxy. As the Universe ex-

panded and cooled, energy changed into particles of matter, forming hydrogen and eventually stars. When stars die and 

explode (supernova), they release all of the materials needed to create planets and also life. 
Scientists also believe that life on Earth has developed over millions of years 

and humans are here as a result of a process of evolution. Humans and other 

animals have evolved by adapting to their environment through a process 

known as Natural Selection (species who are best suited to their environ-

ment 
are successful and pass on their genes to their offspring). 
Liberal Christians do support current scientific theory and believe that God could have caused the Big Bang and is therefore 
still the creator of the universe. 

Can scientific and religious views on creation work together? 
 

• The Genesis creation story does not offer a scientific answer to questions about creation.  It focused on making it clear 
that God is in complete control and the universe exists because God wants it to. 

 

• Theistic evolution - God designed the universe and the Earth to be this way for a purpose. 

• If Darwin's theory of natural selection is to be accepted, it is because God oversees this natural process. God created na-
ture along with everything else. 

• Christians have put forward the theory of intelligent design, that everything is planned and designed by God, and  every 
change that takes place is the direct working of God in creation 

 

• Some Christians believe that the seven days of creation outlined in the Bible refers to seven long periods of time. They 
argue that the order in which living things were created according to the Bible may have similarities to the order scientists 
accept evolution took place (plants, sea creatures, flying creatures, land animals and finally humans) and that this makes 
the Bible's account more credible.  

Islam and creation 
Similar to Christian story in many ways.  There is no 
creation story in the Qur’an but there teachings about 
Allah as the creator.  The main teachings are: 
 
• Allah created the world and everything in it. 
• Allah created the world over 6 long periods. 
• Allah said ‘be’ and everything was created. 
• Adam was made out of clay and Allah breathed 

life into him. 
• A wife was made for Adam. 
• Humans were given the role of khalifahs—

responsible for the world and should treat it with 
respect. 

• Humans will be judged on how they have looked 
after the world. 

The design argument—William Paley 
 

The design arguments suggests that eve-
rything on earth is so well designed and 

works well, suggesting that it 
was designed in a specific way. The 

argument follows that if it was designed 
like this, then someone or something 
must have designed it—this must be 

God. 


