
KHS—History Knowledge Organiser—Half Term 1  - Tudors and Stuarts 

Key Dates: 

1485—Battle of Bosworth field. 

1509—Henry VIII becomes King. 

1533—Henry breaks away from Rome. 

1553—Mary I becomes our first Queen. 

1558—Act of Supremacy (Elizabeth I). 

1603—James I becomes King of England. 

1649—Charles I executed in London. 

Key Skills: 

AO1—Knowledge & Understanding 

AO3—Source Response & Analysis  

A04—Source Evaluation & Interpretation   

Assessments: 

The reformation (AO1 & AO3) 

Did Mary deserve her nickname? (AO3 & AO4) 

Was it right toe execute the King? (AO1 & A03) 

Key Terms 

Accession— The way in which people come to power. 

Civil War—A war between the people of the same country.  

Divine Right of Monarchs— A belief that rulers were appointed by 

God and therefore could  not be questioned. 

Papacy— The authority of the Pope in the Catholic Church. 

Reformation -The reform of the Catholic church leading to the intro-

duction of  Protestantism.  

Restoration—Returning something to how it used to be before. 

Settlement—An official agreement / place where people chose to live. 

By the end of this Half Term I should know: 

How the Tudors and Stuarts came to rule. 

Why Henry VIII broke from Rome and      

England became a Protestant country. 

Why people view Mary I differently. 

How England defeated the Spanish Armada. 

How the United Kingdom was formed. 

Why England went to civil war in 1642. 
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Henry VIII  & The Reformation. 

The Tudors were never meant to rule England. However, Henry VII led the 

House of Lancaster in the War of the Roses and won. His son Henry VIII be-

came King in 1509. Henry was so desperate to have a baby son that he had 6 

wives and even broke away from the Catholic church in order to get a divorce. 

Henry also wanted a lot of power and money which he took from the Catholic 

monasteries of England. When Henry died in 1547 his young son Edward VI    

replaced him and that’s when England really became a protestant country. 

‘Bloody’ Mary I 

Henry VIII’s oldest daughter was the strict Catholic Mary I. Mary became 

Queen when the sickly Edward died in 1553. Mary was determined to make 

England catholic again and gained the nickname ‘Bloody Mary’ as she burned 

at the stake many people who opposed her. However, Mary actually had less 

people killed then her father did before her. Mary also controversially married 

Phillip II of Spain and many people disliked this and saw Spain as a rival. Mary 

never had any children which meant her sister Elizabeth replaced her in 1558. 

Elizabeth I & The Spanish Armada 

Elizabeth I took over a country in religious turmoil and poverty at a time that 

many people thought a woman could not rule. Elizabeth made a religious 

settlement in an attempt to please both Catholics and Protestants and man-

aged to defeat the invading Spanish Armada (with a bit of luck) sealing her leg-

acy. The later years of Elizabeth was known as the ‘Golden Age’ as her explor-

ers began to travel to the Americas and men like William Shakespeare 

emerged to develop the culture of the country through poems and plats. 

Making of the UK  and the Gunpowder Plot 

When James VI of Scotland also became James I of England this meant that 

Scotland and England now had  the same King. Although this was not made 

official until 1707 England and Scotland have had the same King ever since. 

England at the time was a strict Protestant country and many Catholics wanted 

to return to the authority of the Pope in Rome. Robert Catesby led a plot to 

blow up the Houses of Parliament when James I was there but Guy Fawkes 

was caught in the cellars after trial he was brutally hung, drawn and quartered. 

Charles I and the Civil War 

The Stuarts had survived the Catholic plots but Charles I was a deeply unpopu-

lar monarch. Many MPs felt he wanted too much power and wasted too much 

money on wars and paintings. This led to Civil War between the Royalists and 

the Parliamentarians. Eventually Parliament’s army, led by Oliver Cromwell 

won and it was decided that the King would be executed. His head was re-

moved in 1649 and Cromwell ruled the country as ‘Lord Protector’. A strict Pu-

ritan Cromwell planned that England would never again have a monarch. 

Charles II and the Reformation 

After Cromwell’s death many people wanted to bring back the former King’s 

son Charles who had been in exile in France. Charles made a number of prom-

ises in the Declaration of Breda including religious tolerance and giving more 

power to parliament. The 1660 reformation saw the Stuarts return to power 

with Charles II as King. Charles was known as flamboyant King who liked to 

party and loved his spaniel dogs. Charles II’s popularity meant that we still 

have a monarchy in place to this day and we haven’t had another civil war.  


