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Relationships – Knowledge organiser: Key Christian and Muslims teachings and attitudes. 
	Marriage in Christianity

Is a sacrament in some traditions.

Vows – show like long commitment ‘till death do us part’.  

The exchange of the rings shows eternal love

‘A man will leave his father and mother and be united with his wife and they shall become one flesh.’ (Mark 10:6-8)
	Marriage in Islam

Is a gift from Allah – God creates a soul mate for humans.

Is the basis of family life.  The Nikkah – takes place in mosque or bride’s home – shows marriage is under Islamic law.

Contract is signed to show commitment.

The need to have a companion.  Wali – offers bride to groom to symbolise groom’s responsibility of wife. 
	Adultery 

In Christianity: Sex is exclusive to marriage – adultery is unacceptable.

‘You shall not commit adultery.’ (Exodus 20:14 – Ten Commandments)

‘Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.’ (Mark 10:9) 

‘Love your neighbour.’ (Mark 12:31 – Two Great Commandments) 
Adultery may harm the family unit.
	In Islam: Sex outside marriage is unacceptable to adultery is unapproved of.

The couple from faithfulness in the vows

Adultery goes against the Ummah.  Surah states adultery as shameful.

In some countries (Iran) adultery is punishable by death. 

	Divorce – in Christianity – accepted as legal ending of marriage.  Efforts should be made for reconciliation.  Ministers chose whether to conduct a remarriage service.  Jesus taught that re-marriage after anything other than unfaithfulness is committing adultery.
The Roman Catholic Church does not allow divorce.  Marriage is a lifelong commitment that ends at death.  Marriage is a sacrament and cannot be dissolved.  A civil divorce may be allowed but re-marriage is not possible.  Annulment is available in some circumstances – re-marriage is then possible. 

‘Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery.’ (Matthew 19:8-9) 

Anglican Churches (and other denominations) accept divorce in some circumstances. 

Love your neighbour.’ (Mark 12:31 – Two Great Commandments) 
	Divorce in Islam – allowed as a last resort.  Before the couple divorces, they should be helped to reconcile.  

A period of 3 months (the Iddah) ot trying to reconcile first.  

If the divorce takes place, then the wife should receive her final part of her dowry and treated well.  

Remarriage is allowed

The Qur’an makes clear that it is not wrong to separate if both agree.
	Sexual relationships 

In Christianity: Sex should take place within a marriage. Sex is a sacred and holy gift from God – for husband and wife.
The purpose of sex is to procreate and unite a couple. ‘Be fruitful and increase in number.’ (Genesis 9:7) 
In Islam – Sex is considered an act of worship.  Only for marriage.  Sex is one of the ways of meeting a partner’s needs.

	Contraception 

Most Protestant Christians agree with the use of contraception for family planning purposes and health reasons (prevention of spread of disease.  
Roman Catholics disagree with the use of contraception as the purpose of sex is to procreate. 
St Thomas Aquinas – Natural Law – ‘Continue the species through reproduction.’ 
Purpose of sex should be to unite a couple and to create life (sex should be open to the possibility of procreation).

Natural methods of contraception are allowed – natural family planning and withdrawal method.
	Same-sex relationships Christians are divided on this topic. 
‘If a man has sexual relations with another man, both are to be put to death.’ (Leviticus 20:13) 
Purpose of sex should be to unite a couple and to create life (sex should be open to the possibility of procreation) 
Many Liberal Christians argue these Bible passages do not apply to today’s society. There are many other things condemned in the Bible that are seen as totally acceptable today (e.g. wearing clothes made of two kinds of thread). 
United Reformed Church – allows same-sex marriage in places of worship.

	Gender prejudice and discrimination - Christians are divided on the role of women in worship.   In the Roman Catholic Church, women cannot be ordained as priests. ‘A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man.’ All of Jesus’ disciples were men.  
The Anglican Church allows women to take up leadership roles in the church. Jesus’ actions showed he respected women and he had women followers (Mary Magdalene).   The Parable of the Good Samaritan teaches people not to discriminate.   All human beings are made in God’s image. ‘There male or female; you are all one in Christ.’ 
Islam – Qur’an: Allah created all people from same soul.  A true believer can be male of female.  Men should have authority over woman in some circumstances (i.e. divorce).  Men and women separate for worship.  Usually only men take the role of Imam.  Some Sunni groups allow women to lead prayers but must stand in the congregation.  

	Nature and purpose of family

In Christianity – family is important place for nurture.  Important to worship together as a family.  Festivals are celebrated together.  Mothers and fathers play equally important role although these may come with different responsibilities. 10 commandments – honour your mother and father.
In Islam - Mothers and fathers play equally important role although these may come with different responsibilities.  Family includes extended family.  Family celebrate festivals together



Relationships – Knowledge organiser
	Key concepts

· Adultery –voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and a person who is not their spouse.
· Divorce –to legally end a marriage
· Cohabitation-to live together in a sexual relationship without being married or in a civil partnership
· Commitment-a sense of dedication and obligation to someone or something
· Contraception –methods used to prevent a woman from becoming pregnant during or following sexual intercourse
· Gender equality – people of all genders enjoying the same rights and opportunities in all aspects of their lives

· Responsibilities – actions /duties you are expected to carry out

· Roles –position, status or function of a person in society, as well as the characteristics and social behaviour expected of them.

	Types of family

·  Nuclear family – two parents with one or more children.
· Extended family – Number of adults and children (parents, grandparents, aunties and uncles…)
· Reconstituted family – Divorced adults choosing to remarry or live together. (Includes stepparents, step brothers and sisters etc…)
· Single parent family – One parent raising children.
· Childless family – Two adults living together without children (Often same sex couples.)
Patriarchal – family or society controlled by men.

Matriarchal – family or society controlled by women.

Issues raised by interfaith marriage:

How can dietary rules be followed?

Which festivals should be celebrated?

Which religion should the children be?

What should children be told about life after death?

Moral issues? The use of contraception.

What if families and religious communities don’t accept?

Different expectations about gender roles.
Arranged marriage – Parents choose a suitable partner for their son/daughter.  Popular in Muslim community.  Strict Muslims to not freely mix so partner is chosen using the wisdom of the parents.  No Muslim should be compelled to marry someone against their own will.
	Reasons for divorce:
· Lack of communication
· Lack of appreciation
· Unemployment
· Alcohol problems
· Financial problems
· Affairs
· Sexual problems
· Religious differences
· Unacceptable behaviour
· Lack of children

	
	
	Other important key words
· Secular – a society where religious beliefs and practices are increasingly less important.
· Pluralism – the existence of different groups and beliefs within society
· Celibacy – Never to have a sexual relationship eg. Priests.
· Pro- creation – reproduction
· Chastity – don’t have sexual relationship until marriage.
· Fidelity – two married people being faithful to each other.
· Promiscuity – having several casual sexual relationships.



